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The girls soccer team began their
season slowly with three ties. The Ti-
tans tied Loyola, Naperville North
and Downers Grove in close match-
ups. However, they ended this streak
with a 2-1 victory over New Trier,
followed by a win over rival Maine
South.

According to junior Janelle Flaws,
the win over New Trier was especially
exciting because it was so early in the
season and South is one of few teams
to beat them three consecutive years.

“It was amazing,”senior Emily Shaw
added. “The last time we were on that
field was last year when we lost to St.
Ignatius in the super-sectionals, and
beating them so early in the season
showed that we can really do it.”

With this momentum the Titans
acquired three more wins in a tourna-
ment in Springfield, but the girls’ hot
streak was cooled when they suffered
their first loss of the season to the Ev-
anston Wildkits April 22.

Boys Track

At their last invite the Titans placed
fourth and hope to find an edge on
rival Evanston in their next meet at
GBS. The boys have had success in the
sprints, the hurdles and the distance.

'The boys were led by their 4 x 800
relay team consisting of Jeff Takaki,
Zack Avila, Bobby Mette and Charlie
Reighard this past weekend at Lake
Forest.

“We are doing great this season with
numerous records set, and very suc-
cessful indoor meets,” Varsity 400-
meter runner Sam Gabuzzi said.

'The Titans hope to send junior Colin
Hepburn and seniors John Misek and
Matt Narasimhan to State.

Girls Water Polo

The girls water polo team recently
made a splash in the brand new Nata-
torium. Leading the team to an 11-6
record this season are seniors Mallery
Boczek, Sarah Dunk and Sarah Park.

“I'am proud of the improvements the
team has made since last season,” as-
sistant coach Kelly Timson said. “We
do not have any real standouts, but
rather each and every girl in the pool
is contributing a great deal to our suc-
cess.”

The Titans’ April 16 game against
New Trier was cancelled due to a bad
ventilation system. However, they still
defeated GBN in a close match, end-
ing 7-6.The Titans were not as force-
ful against Loyola as they were easily
defeated in a 15-2 loss, with their two
goals coming from junior, Laura Mo-
derhawk.

In the past week, the girls defeated
both Vernon Hills and Maine South
before falling to New Trier Monday.

Kerry Holihan
Staff Reporter
Laden with academic and extracurricu-

lar responsibilities, GBS students are hard
pressed to find a moment of free time. Nor
do these students have much free space in
the developed North Shore area.

Despite her schoolwork and role on the
varsity soccer team, senior Lisa Snider
manages to find both free time and space to
indulge in something she loves.

After over nine hours combined of school
and soccer, Snider drives almost an hour to
Libertyville to satisfy her love of horseback
riding.

“It’s worth all the running around,” Snider
said. “I enjoy just being on the horse and
being one with it. The whole world seems to
be focused on you and the horse and you're
just flying through.”

Snider was seven when her parents’ pas-
sion for riding first sparked her interest.
Snider’s father rode horses recreationally at
his father’s ranch, while her mother rode on
a thoroughbred in the same type of compe-
tition as Snider - “jumps”.

There are two different classifications of
horseback riding: one is a race against the

A Chance at horse glory

Stallions

clock and the other consists of jumping
hurdles. Snider competes in the latter.

“I guess when I was little and I tried it, I
just kind of fell in love,” Snider said.

Snider drives to Liberty Farms at least
four times a week to practice about an hour
with her dark brown Warmblood, Kody.

At lessons, Snider practices maneuvering
Kody through the course and launching
him over hurdles constructed from large
metal poles. Snider competes in shows
about once a month, beginning in January
and continuing through September.

Recently, Snider was crowned champion
of the Modified Chil-
dren’s Division at the
Ledges Tournament. In
the Modified Children’s
Division, participants 18
and under compete with
jumps 2 feet 9 inches
tall. Snider competes in
the “B Show” level of
competition, which is
the third level, but ex-
pects to be competing
in the higher level “A
Show” by the end of this
year’s show season.

“I feel like [the com-
petition] is kind of like
when youre talking in
front of people,” Snider
said. “It goes by really
fast and I just have to
try and clear my mind
and focus.”

In addition to winning
the Ledges tournament,
Snider was crowned
champion at two previ- | e
ous tournaments.
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YEEHAW!: Senior equestrian Lisa Snider jumps over a
hurdle on her horse, Kody. She has won her last three com-
petitions. Photo courtesy of Lisa Snider

of South

“I think I do well because I don't get ner-
vous. I figure that I'm just going to go out
there and have fun because whatever hap-
pens, happens.”

Snider expressed that it is exciting to win
but that she must give credit to her horse
and likes to congratulate him afterward on
a job well done.

“After the competition you are supposed
to groom the horse, take oft his saddle and
other equipment,” Snider said, “It takes
about a half-hour but he deserves it.”

In college Snider hopes to continue to ride
horses.
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Kelly Brait
Staff Reporter

“It was a kid phase that never
went away,” junior Tara Garcia
said.

Garcia has been proud to call
herself an equestrian for eleven
years. What started as an affin-
ity for the pony-trail rides on
childhood vacations matured
into a passion for competitive
horseback riding.

Garcia has been showing-
horses for about eight years. In

Showing, one judge looks for
the rider’s ability to work with
the horse and keep a straight
posture.

“It’s kind of like debate; you
put on some spectacle and then
get judged on how well you did,”
Garcia said.

She currently shows the horse
Chance, with whom she has
been competing for two years.

The competitions consist of
different disciplines. Garcia and
Chance typically perform Eng-

lish and Western Pleasure.

The types of riding are sub-
divided into classes such as
showmanship which involves
showing off the horse and dem-
onstrating handling of the horse
from the ground. Other classes
include halter and riding, which
uses a walk, trot or canter.

Garcia competes in shows
about 15 times a year.

Garcia and her mother both
enjoy the pandemonium that
accompanies a horse show.

Showings consists of two days
of grooming horses and loading
the trailer, then getting up at 4
a.m. the following day to drive
to the 8 a.m. showing.

The performers have to change
both their own attire and their
horses attire between events.

Being a horse lover herself,
Garcia’s mother understands
Tara’s ambitions.

“[As a little girl,] she was al-
ways really into [horseback rid-
ing]. If she had a minute off

that’s all she

#1 GIDDY-UP:
| Junior Tara

i Garcia has

| been riding
horses in
competition
for almost
eight years.
Garcia and
her horse,
Chance,
perform dis-
ciplines such
as Eastern
and Western
Pleasure.
Photo courtesy
B | of Tara Garcia

wanted to do.
At first it was
kind of scary-
she always rode
the horses that
misbehaved,”
she said.

Garcia plans
to involve hors-
es in her future:
“Im pretty sure
I'm going into
the large ani-
mal veterinary
field, but I also
want to pursue
riding. I want
to be on a rid-
ing team for
a college, but
it’s also nice
to have it for a
job.”
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Water poloprle _ another top finish

Brad Lanphere
Staff Reporter

The boys water polo team is
ready for yet another run at |0
State, starting the season hot
with a record of 20-5 as of
Tuesday night".

Perhaps the biggest of their 20
victories came when they beat |
conference foe New Trier 11-9 §
on April 16. The win leaves = _
only Loyola ahead of South in |
the CSL, after the boys fell to
the Ramblers April 20.

Despite the handful of losses, |
the Titans are confident that
when they truly need a win,
they can get it done. Their se-
nior leaders know that no one
can handle them at their best.

At this point, the only thing
holding the team back may be
playing below their full poten-
tial thus far.

Seniors Nick Kerndt and
Chris DelLetto mentioned
that they are still a “little rusty”
and need to work on their “technical stuff”.
Both swimmers know that these are regu-
lar season issues and are not concerned.

As the postseason approaches, the boys
are encouraged by the fact that they’re
playing in their new, all-deep pool.

“We play in the same type of pool in Sec-
tionals, which determines if we go to State,
so it gives us an edge,” DeLetto explained.

In his last year at South, senior Ben Hen-
gels has taken on a leadership role.

“Pve tried a lot harder to help the younger

DROWNING THE DEFENSE: Junior Jack Zabriskie overpowers a Palatine defender during a Titan Tournament
win April 24. The boys went on to lose to Oak Park in the finals of the two-day tourney. Photo by Dan Chmielinski

players and give them tips on what to do in
certain situations,” Hengels said.

Overall, the coach is pleasantly surprised
by his team’s regular season success.

“We are progressing nicely through the

season,” Lieberman said. “We are ahead of

Bl where I expected us to be.”

Lieberman’s focus in practice
has been on identifying the
team’s strengths and improving
on their weaknesses.

“Our strengths are on the of-
fensive end,” Lieberman said.
“We can outscore most teams
with some of the players that
we have. Our weakness is our
team defense. We have some
good individual defenders but
2| our help-side defense needs to
1 be improved if we are going to
S succeed.”

M Trouble at the goalkeeper po-
sition has been the root of this
defensive problem. The loss of
strong goalie Ben May from
last season hurt them early, and
having to fill in for injured se-
nior goalie George Adamopou-
N los has added to the fire.

4 Recently, the boys hosted the
Titan Tournament in which
they won three straight games
before losing the championship
to Oak Park.

With the regular season winding down,
the Titans now prepare for Conference at
Evanston next Friday.

“This issue was sent to press before Wednes-
day’s game against McHenry.

Tltan Iacrosse makes comeback; teams enter playoff push
F 5 Senior leaders spark success for girls

CORNER
POCKET:
Junior Brian
Schmidt rips
a shot on
goal during
\| an early-

I The victory is
one of their
nine wins of
~2000.

- Photo by

Alex Kulyk

Gabel gets boys back on track

Brian Siegel
Staff Reporter

Glenbrook South’s boys lacrosse program
has returned to prowess, with this year’s
squad boasting an impressive 9-1 record as
of Tuesday™.

Back on April 9, the Loyola Ramblers
came into John Davis Stadium and gave
the boys their first loss of the season.

On Tuesday, the Titans got their chance
at redemption.

The Ramblers came out fast on their
home field, going up 2-0 in the first two
minutes.

Head coach Mike Gabel was wary of
South’s slow start after they came out flat
against both Glenbrook North and Benet
Academy.

“I don’t want it to be a trend,” he said.
“No matter what the score is, our team has
confidence and so far we have found ways
to win the second half.”

After a first quarter on the defensive, the
offense turned it on in the second and put
the score at 4-2 Titans by halftime.

Captains Evan Ling and Lance Yapor
kept the team motivated during the break.

“We knew we had them on their heels at
halftime,” Ling said. “We told the guys to

keep their composure and stay physical.”

South struck first in the second half, scor-
ing in the very first minute. But the Ram-
blers were able to keep it close as Titan
penalties had them playing a man down
for a while.

With a two-goal lead locked up going
into the fourth, the defense took control.
Thanks to clutch saves by junior goalie
Matt Trygg and Ling laying the wood on
Loyola’s attackmen, South held on to win
8-5, the same score the Ramblers beat them
by in their first meeting.

'The victory has the Titans tied for 1st in
the CSL with Loyola and New Trier.

After two years of varied success and
shaky coaching, their one-loss season has
the players motivated once again. Among
others, Ling is very impressed with the
coaching this year.

“Last year we weren't very good, it was
more of a rebuilding year,” Ling said. “With
the new coaches we have been picking it
up and playing under their style. So far we
have really turned it around.”

'The Titans’ next game is at Highland Park
tomorrow at noon.

“This issue was sent to press before Thursday’s
game against Deerfield.

Nolan Hart
Staff Reporter

In the first half of the season, the girls la-
crosse team has posted an overall record of
7-4*'The Titans sit at 2 in the CSL con-
ference behind a strong New Trier team.

The early success has largely been due to
senior leadership. With 10 returning se-
niors from last season, the cohesiveness of
the team has been beneficial.

“I think having the experience of just
playing together for so long helps because
the seniors this year have been on varsity
for three years basically,” senior Jenna Jef-
frey said. “We've been able to get to know
how each other plays and we've learned to
really play well with each other.”

Senior captains Jayne Jablonski, Claire
Ridge, and Jeffrey spearhead the Titans’
veteran crew and lead the offense, while se-
niors Clare Hubbard and Nikki Rizzo are a
force on the defensive end.

“We definitely have leaders this year but
what makes our team so strong is our depth
and different roles each player on the team
plays,” head coach Annie Lesch explained.

In a conference that includes top-ten
teams like Evanston and New Trier, a deep
team is essential. Though the majority of

their starters are seniors, it is juniors like
Elise Burchard, Kerri Kofod, and Liz Hi-
gley that lead them in scoring. This wide
range of talent enabled them to beat talent-
ed Barrington and Highland Park teams.

“Our biggest game of the year so far was
last Thursday versus Barrington,” Lesch
said. “They are also ranked in the top 10
and they were very psyched to be giving us
a game this year. Nikki Rizzo played awe-
some in goal and Clare Hubbard had the
game of her career.”

With a group of experienced athletes that
has been playing together for three years,
the girls have relied on team chemistry and
togetherness to get them through games.
This has led to the development of their
team motto: “Play as One.”

“We're really trying to play as one whole
team instead of as just individual players,”
Ridge commented. “We want to reach the
goal of winning State together.”

The girls will need to continue their suc-
cess as the playoff push begins. The latter
part of their season contains easier match-
ups, and they hope to use momentum from
those wins for the playoffs in late May.

“Ihis issue was sent to press before Wednes-
day’s game against Evanston.

4 POWER
SHOT: Junior
attack Tori
Washburn
blows by her
defender
during a
practice drill.
The Titans’
high-scoring
juniors have
led them to
a 7-4 record
thus far.
Photo by John
Montesantos





